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5 to the Universities, while no less than 67 are
allotted on the principles for the acceptance of
which the Bengali leaders clamour. For instance,
trade and industry have 16 members, and 5 of
these must necessarily be Indians, while the same
number only is allotted to the all-important planting
industry. Indeed it is not likely that much more
than a dozen of the 123 hypothecated seats will fall
to members of the governing community. So little
justification is there for complaints made of favour
shown towards the Mahomedans, that only 18 out
of 284 seats are allotted to this community, which
comprises no less than 23 per cent, of the popu-
lation of British India.

That 16 seats should be kept for landowners
must be regarded as very moderate representation
of that interest in a continent in which upwards
of 70 per cent, of the people are dependent upon
agriculture. In short, out of 123 hypothecated
seats not less than 100 will probably be filled by
English-educated Indians, who will be eligible as
candidates, and will almost invariably be elected
for more than four-fifths of them, nor is it likely
to happen that of the remaining 34 nominated non-
official members a large proportion will not be men
satisfying the Bengali standards.

It should be very obvious from these figures
that there is no justification for these complaints,
and that the policy of the Government has been